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Andy Warhol (Pittsburgh, 1928 – New York City, 1987)
Mao (1972)

Acrylic, oil and silkscreen on canvas
208 x 163 cm

It belongs to the Suñol Soler Collection since 1975, when it was 
acquired at the Galleria Galatea in Turin (Italy).
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This artwork, which belongs to the Mao Series, was 
acquired by Mr. Josep Suñol at the Galleria Galatea in 
Turin (Italy) in 1975. It’s a unique copy signed on the 
back of the canvas: ‘Andy Warhol’.

When we refer to the term Mao Series, we make 
reference to a set of artworks with similarities in their 
subject and in their formats. Specifically in the Mao 
Series, the artist made 10 unique units, in which all of 
the variations are evident. That can be appreciated in 
the screen printing ink, which is worner than usual and 
also by the amount of paint that was added by Andy 
Warhol. An interesting detail is that the screen printing 
was done by hand by the artist himself, and not by an 
assistant or a technician who usually helped him.

According to Mr. Neil Printz, editor of the Catalogue 
Raisonne (2009) sponsored by The Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts, who analysed all the 
10 units of the Mao series personally, he ensured that 
this piece is the best of the series, because of the 
combination of colours and the details mentioned 
above.
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The Andy Warhol Catalogue Raisonne. 
Volume 03

PRINTZ, Neil (ed.), Paintings and Sculptures 1970-1974. The Andy Warhol Catalogue
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